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THE PRACTICAL
ENGLISH TEACHER

BY
W. TURNER, M, a.,
FORMERLY PRINCIPAL OF NIZAM COLLEGE,
HYDERABAD

Price, Re. 0.75

CONTENTS
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An invaluable aid to the Teacher of English as a foreign language, it
“outlines the most modern and popular course of instruction, embodied in

the best English Readers and approved by the most experienced teachers
who have written on the subject,"

K & J. COOPER-PUBLISHERS—-BOMBAY, 4



BT The verdict is the same to-day as ¢t was forty-siz ngb‘s dago :—"1t 1s fa¥
and away the best book of vis kind.”

PROGRESSIVE

ENGLISH COMPOSITION

—ORAL AND WEII'TEN—

BY

P. C. WREN, u. . (Ox0K.), 1. B 5.
ASSISTANT DIREOTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, BOMBAY

718t
EDITION

Wren's 'Progressive English Composition" is the only book in which a
conscientious and systematic attempt has bsen made to put on a sound
basis the teaching of English Composition to Indian boys,

«A perfect maga.
zine of weapons
for the teacher.”

OPINIONS.

“It is written by one who is prac-
tical and gives what is practicable
for Indian boys.”- THE EDUCA-

TIONAL REVIEW, Madras (June,

1912.)

““Mr. Wren has been able to bring
together an amount of very valuable
material for sha teaching of Compo.
gition to elementary classes. Pro-
ceeding from the simple operations
of engaging oneself in ordinary
eonversation, or the narratioa of a
brief story, the author takes the
gtudent to written composition of
the higher type- The book is of
speeial value to Indian students.”
~THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW,
Madras. (October, 1912.)

“Every type of
work is repre-
sented.”

K. & J) COOPER—PUBLISHERS—BOMBAY, 4
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correct English.

The other Books in the Series are in preparation.
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freedom and Bfter

(AVADHESH DAYAL)

Eternal vigilance is freedom's price.

Dost Thou want it to last and get strong ?
Work hard with all thy heart as light as song
Remember Nation's Father's sane advice :

Live plain, think high and serve thy Hind with love
Think of the lowliest and how poor he be

To be better than him, what right have we ?

Uplift him, heart within and God above,

*Tis freedom man ! to toil and march ahead
find not to lie on cushioned silken beds.

To keep Thy freedom needs much sacrifice.
Be still content to be by best men led

Till masses wake and gladly raise their heads
For intrigues harm and gossip cuts no ice.

Editorial

intermediate Board Educati_cm' Bill
Delayed.

For the past several years, we
have, in course of our articles, de-
manded the reforms of Intermediate

Board of U.P. The retorms  have

(

been long overdue, Butthe vested
interests, entrenched in the Board,
have always tried to sabotage these
attemnpts so far. The first bill of Sri
Sampurnanand, in 1949, ag well as
attempts of Sri Hargovind Singh
were all sabotaged. Like wise

)



EDUCATION

attempts at reforming managements
of non government aided institutions
of U. P., suggested since the Commi-
ttee for Better Managements recom-
mended these reforms in 1946, are
equally overdue.

This year Shri Kamla Pati Tripathi-

made a rather timid effort to reform
evils by a bill which does not
seek to reform the composition of
the Board but which has sought to
reform some of the evils of private
management by providing some sub-
clauses 16 of U. P, Educaiion Act of
1921, We have offered timely
comments on the inadequacies of
this bill, which was sent to the select
committee, which affectéd, some minor
changes. Even this modest effort
has been sabotaged by interested
parties, for though, it was anncunced
that the bill as emerged from the
select committees, would come up
before the legislature in this July
Session, Shree Kanhaiya Lal Gupta,
one of our Association M.L.C.'S. has
already written in the daily press
that the bill is not on the agenda of
the present session, We wonder
what can be the reason of this. Are
the government so afraid of the vest-
ed interests, of the managements on

(

"one hand and of the Board on the

other, that it shirks its elementary
duties of reforming the frame work

_of education which will affect gene-

rations to come ? The rut, in which
secondary education has fallen, is
stinking, and it is in the interest of
India of Tomorrow, if not for the sake
of securily of the nation - builders,
that reforms are urgent and pressing
made. Are the government, who could
boldly abolish Zamindaris in 1950-
52, afraid of these petty educational
Zamindaris in the privale manage-
ments and in the Intermediate
Boards ? Let our Minister of Educa-
tion and our Chiet Minister answer
this simple question.

Reform of Varanasi University :

Following the recommendations
of the Mudaliar Inquiry Cemmittes,
the Government of India has afiected
the reforms of Varanasi University
scrapping. out the old executive
altogether,, Mootham Committes
inquiry Report probably inspired the
State Government to reform the
Rllahabad and Lucknow Universities,
But ugly skeletons seem to paep from
cupboards of many other universities
invIndia. This is4 great peril, which
higher education is running into. \

2)



EDITORIAL

There seems to be a tussle be-
tween two forces, the inlfiltration of
amateur politicians into our temples
ot learﬁing causes certain encroach-,
ments on academic life and consi-
derations other than academic rule
over these temples of learning.

On the other hand the academi-
cian must search his heart and be
able to say, with a clear conscience,
that all his actions are motivated by
simple academic considerations and
all selfish interests are relegated
into the background. University
autonomy should not result into the
autonomy of a selected few. It
ghould not- be open to flagrant
abuses, which will invoke official
interference and entry of amateur
poiiticians or bureaucratic adminis-
trators into the temple of learning, in
order to hold the reins.

But whatever is done, the demo-
cratic set - up should not be abused.
Oligarchic set-up of a coterie of
a selected academecians is as objec-
tionable as the infiltration of politi-
cians, It is idle to argue which
causes the other, whether, it is the
rise of teacher politician : which has
encouraged the entry of full tledged
politicians into academic fields or

(

3

whether it is the entry of the politi-
ciane which has evolved the growth
of the tescher politician as a sort of
defence mechanism. The main point
is that only altruistic considerations
should govern all our actions
in the temple of learning. There is
no room for politics and personal
aggrandisement here ; there ghould
be only one consideration, namely
an opportunity for service, service
to build the etfective leaders, not only
in politics and administration, but
also in literature and science. But
how would change of hearts take
place among our politicians, admi-
nistraiors and teacher politicians is
a question indeed,

- Conference for Vocational Guida-

nce in Central Universities :

H conterence has recently been
convened by the Central Bureau of
Educational and Vocational Guidance
and was attended by the representa-
tives of the four Central Universities,
Delhi, RAligarh, Varanasi and Visva
Bharati. We would have welcomed
the inclusion of the representatives
of State Universities also. The aim
of the conference should be extend-
ed to consider the feasibilty of offer-
ing quidance at the secondary level
algo, for wastage begins there.

)
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Guidance is . the democratic me-.

thod of preventing wastage of the
Nation's man-power by persuading
the pupil to take the right course of
studies and by making him aware of
the opportunities, that lie ahead. To

be effective, guidance must be co-
ordinated with effective testing er
assessment. What are we doing to
ensure that right type of tests, both of
aptitude and altainments, are being
evolved for our country ?

Funds Exceed 63,000

education.

Please address your enquries to 1=

UPS.EA. Co-operative Credit Society, Ltd.

HEAD OFFICE :::::: LUCKNOW
Chatrman— J. S8 MISRA
_— Hony., Managing Secretary—Q. N. SHURLA

Establishied 1936

* Helps you to save and invest your saving.
# (Gives you financial assistance in your need. ‘
® Saves you the worry of providiug for your daughter's marriage or son’s

# Agsists you to build your own houge. .
For any assistance, now or in future, join the Society now.

The Hony. Managing Secretary,
U P.S.E A. Co-operative Credit Society, Ltd.
29, Ganesbgan;, LUCKNOW.
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Pre-Primary Education (A Comparire Study)

( Ds. L. Mukherje )

Pre-Primary education includes
Nursery and Kindergarten education

as well as creches, for working-

mothers. There are several reasons
for attention to this education, in
recent years,

(1) Recent researches have shown
that children learn more quickly
in the yearly years and the ‘develop-
ment of intelligence is quicker be-
tween two and five than in later
years. It will be sad, indeed, to

neglect this period of vital import-

ance or to depend only on such faci-
lities that the home may provide.
Proper shaping and nurture of this
period is vital to child's later growth,

(2) The housing conditions, in
many urban towns with inadequate
play facilities, is such that it will be

desirable to take children of this age-

away from home, for a few hours and
provide healthier surroundings and,
perhaps, nourishments, that it vitally
requires for its growth. '

(3) As children would be kept in
groups, it will give them the directed
social education, which children, of

{

this age, need.

(4) With the complexities of
modern life, when both the parents
have to earn to keep up the home,
there must be some agency to look
after the children. Pre-primary schools
caring some fifteen or twenty babies,
at a time, releases many mothers from
home attendance and thus helps the
nation's productive capacity.

(5) As circumstances would com-
pel some of the mothers, with little
infants, to work, leaving the babies
neglected, per-primary school, by
looking after these children, serves
the nation, in bringing up a healthy
future generation.

(6) As some of the older neglect-
ed infants have danger of falling
into bad company, pre-primary
schools, by taking care of them, is
doing the work of preventing delin-
guency.

From these considerations, _it
appears that the nations would tend
to make pre-primary education, a
compulsory feature of national sys-

5 )
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tem of educafion, But we find that,
excepting the communist countries
of China and U.S.S.R. where primary
education is a state system for
several reasons, others have not
yet included it in National system.
The interest in the Communist coun-
tries were due to two reasons :—

(1) These countries believe that
¢hildren should be trained to be
group conscious, as a part of commu-
nist ideology, from a very early age.

(2) That some state ' concern
should be shown to the working
mother in a republic, which stands
for the interests of the labour and
the farmer.

Besides these two countries, Italy
& France are other countries, where
pre-primary education has become
a pert of the national system. This
is natural for a land which has given
birth to the great educator of
modern times, Dr. Montessory. Pre-
primary schools in ltaly do not have
oreches for babies, but have nursery
schools for children, between three
and six, These are run with a ditfer-
ent ideal from the pre-primary
schools of U. S. S. R. or China. The
idea, here, is to provide the child a
suitable environment, which may help

(

its personality to develop. It is natural
that the leaching is more individua-
listic and if there are certain group
activities, they are devised inorder
to provide better chances of adjust-
ment for the individual child in a
social set-up. The aim, here is always
to treat the individual as individuals,
whether alone or in a group.

It may seem strange why no
nation has made pre-primary edu-
cation compulsory, for-even in U. S.
S. R. and China not to speak of
France and Italy, it is volunatary and
a parent may refuse to send his
child. In many other countries,
especially in U. S. 8., U. K., Scandi-
navia and Germany pre-primary
education is outside the  state
gystem.” Though the number of such
schools are increasing; yet it will tske
a long time for them to be a general
feature.

The reasons for this state of affairs
are not a few. In the first place, it is
costly to set up a montessory school,
Its teachers have to get a special
training and they are paid more

decently than elementary school
teachcrs. The equipments are also
costly. In many countries of Asia,

which have, yet, to provide compul-

6 )
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sory education for all at the primary
stage, pre-primary education may
appear to be a costly luxury, which
only more wellto-do can afford. The
same is, to a lesser extent, the
condition in other lands. Secondly,
the persons, who need it most, are
denied of its facilities. This being so,
pre-primary education now serves
those, who do not need it much, for
they havo already better environ-
ments, Many states therefore feel that
no portion of national wealth should
be spent on a type of education

which a small minority who can
atford it, need. Thirdly, many mothers
object - to their children, being
snatchd away from them quite early
and would wundergo sacrifices to
bring them up themselves. It may
not be desirable to instiutionalise
children, when the home is ready to
keep them. From these consi-
derations, one may feel that though
pre-primary schools may become
more popular in future, yet they will
not be universal and compulsory
features.

‘New Pattern: Community Schools

By LEO E. BUEHRING
From The Nation’s Schools (reprinted by Permission).

* People who have learned to - live
together in a neighbourhood can
live together harmoniously as a
nation and as a world. On this
premise is based the community
school programme of Flint, Michigan.
After more than two decades of
-experimentation, the people of Flint

are convin of the soundnes of
this philoso
The Fii plan has attracted

(

national, even international attention.
The thinking behind it is as follows :

The school's job begins with the
families and homes of its attendance
area, Within a 10-block school area
can be found most of the problems
and resources of society, The pro-
blems of society are the problems of
the public school. Public schoolg
are the most effective instruments fop
bringing together a community's

7))
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tremendous human and material
resources, for the public school is

the only agency left in the United

States today that can reach a true
representation of all the people of
its community. By showing its peo-
ple how to live together at the local
level and by putting them in touch
with the community resources that
can help solve their problems, the
community school can clear the way
for city, state, national and inter
national harmony.

Flint today is a giant community
school laboratory. The general and
specitic capacities of each of its
200,000 citizens are being challeng
ed by the community school offer-
ings. This is not a project for the
residents of a single area. Rather
it is a school-centered, city-wide,
neighbourhood improvement pro-
gramme, that is planned by and
participated in by the residents of
each community, under home-grown
leadership. :

As in other ‘community-centered
school systems in the United States,
the manner in which the individual
Flint public school and its community
have been welded into a unified
whole and the degree of community

penetration and saturation must be
seen in its actual operation to be
appreciated. ‘

- Giving support to the community
school plan for its inception has been
the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation,
believed to be the first such organi-
sation to make its major effort
through a local board of education.
The foundation is not a  paternal
organisation, nor.is its sdpport con-
sidered philanthropy. Rather it
seeks to help communities to help
themselves, As viewed by Frank J.
Manley, director of the foundation
programme, Flint's community-cen-
tered schools are an outgrowth of the
following philosophy :

1. Schools and community bet-
terment come first. To . attract peo-
ple to education, one must begin by
satisfying their wants, not with what
some educator believes to be their
needs, Provided with the proper
facilities and inspiration, the people
will do the rest : they want to do for
themselves, The public school can
easily discover and develop the
needed lay leadership in its own
community.

2. Since scheols are paid for by
the community, they should be used’

( 8)
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by all members of the community.
Large investments of the tax-payers'
money .should not stand idle from
4 o'clock each weekday, over week-
ends, and during the summer. It is
good business, as well as good public
service, to "'bring the conmimunity to
the school."

3. Communities cannot afford a
duplication of services at a time
when taxzes are climbing higher and
higher, when dependency on the
federal government is increasing,
and when social institutions are com-
peting for their share of the strained
community service dollar,

As evidence of this type of think-
ing, a visitor to Flint may observe
such sights as these : neighbourhood
.elementary schools that are busier
on almost any evening than during

the day ; 500 youngsters attending -

junior high school on Saturday morn-
ings of their own accord to acquire
skills they have not found time for

during the regular school week : an -

elderly woman going back to high
school (one of 3,000 persons enroll-
ed each year in adult high school
education) ; a family reupholstering
father's. easy chair in the school's,
arts and crafts room (part of 35,000

(

enrolled annually in 776 adult edu-
cation courses) ; community players
rehearsing their next production in
the auditorium of an elementary
school ; a school person making
neighbourhood calls.

The Flint community school also
provides the f{acilities for regular
sessions of the neighbourhood Teen
Club (one of 43 such groups with a
card carrying membership of
13,000) ; for 7,000 children on tot
lots during the summer-: for meetings
in the community room of men's
clubs, Parent-Teacher RAssociations
and various other organisations : for
gquare dances for parents, teen-agers
and the younger ones, and other
recreational activities held in the
large gymnasium : for a Christmas
party attended by 700 adults in a
school with an enrollment of only
500.

Flint's community schools cons-
tantly are reaching out to their people,
encouraging them to determine, what
they want for themselves and for
their children., Every opportunity is
utilised to enlist the active participa-
tion of parents and other adulis.

Parents can take part in the com-
munity surveys, serve as representa-

9 )
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tives on the community council, or
work on a wide range of committees
designed to promote school and
community improvements.

Other parents are depended
upon to help in most of the following
activities: transporting  children,
making costumes, publishing the
school paper, chaperoning parties,
furnishings for the community room,
working with children in art or music
groups, acling as consultants in
curriculum building and other areas,
working on the health programme
including the well baby clinic), main-
taining a toy library, setting up dis-
plays, serving as volunteers with the
teen clubs. Usually there is some
place in the building where adults
may drop in, even while classes are
in session, to visit with one another
and with the school staff over a cup
of coltee.

Businessmen often find them-
selves providing materials and sup-
plies for various activities. Television
dealers may {urnish sets and anten-
nas. A trucker may haul in fill dirt
and sand for the community play-
ground or the base-ball diamond,
Men's clubs have taken on such
projects as building ice skating rings,

buying athletic supplies, and coach-
ing sports, In several areas the
entire community has participated
in park building bees to clear ‘wood-
ed school property for picnic areas.

The nerve centre of all the various
activities is the meeting of the com-
munity council. The latler, made up
of the school principal, the commu-
nity activities coordinator, and repre-
sentatives of all the clubs that use .

the building, also is a sounding
board.
Even the smallest unit of the

school area is tied in with pro-
gramme planning through the block
captain, He or she keeps in close
touch with all homes in the block,

“assists the teacher with home calls,

reports conditions that need carrec-
tion, Periodically, the block captains
from an entire area meet at the

- school to compare notes and to dis-

cuss situations of mutual interest and
concern. Perhaps a stop sign need
to be placed or the law entorced at
an existing sign. Weeds on a vacant
lot may need cutting, or a fire hazard
may. require elimination. Captains
of adjoining blocks, or on occasion
the entire group, may arrange for
contracts with city officials to assure

(10)
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action.

Evidence that the community pub-
lic school system is serving the
entire community well is gained from
such observations as the fol!owing:
chiidless couples and parents of
children in parochial schools serving
on community school committees;
facilities rented on a cost basis for
church services and for other activi-
ties such-as roller skating by runs;
parish literature that urges members
to vote in favour of the public school
levy. :

Success of the Flint community
school programme is dependent up-
on intelligent and dedicated leaders.
Aside from the administrative heads,
these leaders today are the school
building directors, especially trained
for the work. Twenty-six of the 32
elementary schools have a full-time
director, while parttime assistance
is supplied the six remaining schools
as requested. Since the programme
in any given community grows out
of the expressed wishes of the com-
munity, a full-time director is not
placed until there is sufficient local
demand. The popularity of the plan
is indicated by the fact that there
were only four directors four years
ago.

. Community school directors are
products of the schools' teaching
system, often of the particular areas
they serve. In their selection, Direc-
tor Manley states, enthusiasm and
initiative top the list of qualifications.
An ouigoing personality, interest in
serving people, and ability to plan
are essential. Selection usually has
been made from the physical educa-
tion staff. '

The community school building
director is responsible to the school
building principal. He arrives at
the school at noon, teaches afternoon
classes, and then has charge of the
entire after-school and evening pro-
gramme. fs programme coordina-
tor tor his school community he is
host to the community at the school.
Such time as he can sgeeze out of
the forenoon he spends .in making
arrangements for the evening activi-
ties, surveying the needs of his area,
and planning programmes for meet-
ing those needs. He makes home
calls and is the community counse-
llor and liaison between individuals
and groups.

Because no course of training
designed to prepare persons for ad-
ministration of the community school
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programme was being offered by
any echool, the Flint board of educa-
tion in 1954 set up such a pro-
gramme, under the auspices of
Eastern Michigan College in Ypsi-
lanti, The local school system be-
came the field of study, with profes-
sors of various college coming to
Flint weekly to meet with classes and
to conduct seminars, Much of the
textbook material is staif prepared
from the very real problems that
confront ''students™ daily.

Without leaving the city, school
building directors and others can
earn master's degrees over a three-
year period. Last summer a post-
master's degree programme was
introduced in cooperation with
Michigan State University. Those
who wish will be able togoon toa

director's degree, and possibly a |

doctorate, in the community school
administration tield.

In addition to the programme of

community school activities, the Mott"

Foundation programme incorporates
the following related projects, opera-
ted in cooperation with the Flint

board of education : a summer camp-

tor 640 boys ; an evening adult edu-
cation programme at both the secon-

(

dary school and college level for
credit; family living instruction :
crafts, cultural opportunities, and
business training, and special studies
for the entire community.

Also sponsored is a child health
programme, which has resulted in
more than half of the city's 34 0600
school children being "health guard-
ed," or free from remediable phy-
sical, mental and dental defects and
immunised against communicable
diseases. Also there are a training-
for-life programme for girls in 31
Stepping Stone clubs ; the Flint youth
bureau, which has brought together
700 “big brothers", 210 service
clubs, social agencies, and business
organisations to serve 1,200 fafher-
less "little brothers" ; and an interra-
cial programme,

Beyond the improved community
relatioris that have evolved directly
from the community school progra-
mme, the programme has contribu-
ted to other measurable outcomes,
An example is a $20,000,000 college
and cultural centre, of which the

first five buildings are under cons-
truction. These are being paid for

by individual donations, the mini-
mum being §25,000 : the total finan-
cial goal is in sight.
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Although Flint's community school
programme has strong recreational
overtones, the programme is by no
means merely & glorified recreation
project spiced with a sprinkling of
reading, writing and arithmetic,
Rather, as Superintendent Spencer
W. Myers points out, the schools cons-
tantly are involved in a number of
experimental projects, with the com-
munity plan providing educational
laboratories for testing new methods
of achieving traditional educational
objectives.

The Flint community school con-
cept developed during the 1930' as
a programme of recreation, As late
as 1935 this typical factory town was
having a one-third population turn-
over every four years, and 30 differ-
ent nationality groups had to be
considered. Hard hit by unemploy-
ment during the depression, the
schools' services had been abbre-
“viated to a minimum, and delinquen-
quency ran high.” Mr. Manley, then
head of the physical education sys-
tem, sought desperately to raise the
funds needed to unlock the doors of
the schools’ unused gymnasiums and
the one swimming pool for use
during the evening and on week
ends,

(

A turn in the tide came with a
$6,000 qift from Charles 3. Mott,
Flint industrialist. The contribution
made it possible to use the schools’
play facilities and to employ instruc-
tors and supervisers of recreation
during after-school hours. Success
with this activity led to the opening
of several school shops to offer diver-
sion to men out of work,

Convinced by this experiment
that it is sound business to help the
ccmmunity help itself, Mr. Mott .in
1926 created Charles  Stewart
Mott Foundation. In 1935 the foun-
dation began working through the
school system, supplying the board
of education with risk money with
which to undertake pilot projects.

Foundation moneys generally
have not been invested in school
buildings, but rather in expanding
and improving recreational and edu-
cational services. Funds are made
available only when the school board
can demonstrate that new activities
are needed and that funds not pro-
vided by the school budget can be
administered in an' effective and
business like manner. Once the
merit of a particular undertaking has
been established, the pump priming
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by the foundation ceases and the
activity becomes a regular part of
the programme of the school system.

Stimulated by the foundation's
example, support has come to the
school system also from other indivi-
duals and industry, an example
being the 764,942 dollars Ballenger
Field House.

In planning its community schools,
Flint gives top consideration to com-
munity facilities. Each of the nine
new elementary schools constructed
since 1950 has a community room, a
kitchen, an auditorium, and a gymna-
sium planned . with the needs and
size of the neighbourhood in ‘'mind.
Of one-storéy, fire-resistant cons-
truction, a community school build-
ing's design i8 an outgrowth ot the
expressed wants of the individual
neighbourhood, as well as of its for-
mal educational needs.

Eleven existing buildings have
been adapted to community use by
the addition of “community wings",
others through internal remodelling.
The community programme comes
first. Improved facilities and housing
follow as an off-shoot of the pro-
gramme.

For the five years 1957-62, the
"'necessary maximum cost" of school
construction is expected to amount
to 26,250,000 dollars, financed  with
part of the income from a 2} mill (+
of one cent) levy voted during June
1957. Included will be community
wing additions at 10 more existing
schools and of five new schools.

From virtually all over the globe
visitors find their way to Flint to
study the city's community school
system. Educators there are confi-
dent that the programme developed
in Flint will work equally ‘well in
other communities.

At about this point some reader
may say : "This programme is fine
for Flint, but our city does not have
a Mott Foundation." Flint answers :
The programme began on a small

- scale—with 6,000 dollars and six

boys' club's, to be exact—and it has
grown to the present size over many

years, always in response to public
demand.

The average .taxpayer in Flint
pays roughly 30 cents a day for his
public school programme. The cost
of the Mott Foundation's enrichment
of the programme represents only
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6°89 percent of the board of educa-
tion's operating budget. Thus, Flint
schoolmen stress, were the taxpayer
to assume his proportionate share of
the Mott programme, his taxes on the
average would be increased by only
6°89 percent, or 2°06 cents exira a
day.

Regardless of whether pump pri-

ming support can be obtained from
local donors and industry, Flint edu-
cators believe that any school district
cen make at least a beginning, that

no community can atford not to look
into the community school approach
to today's school, community, nation-

al and world problems.

Bhoodan As The Medium Of Moral
Education In Rural Area.

By SHAMSUDDIN, M.A.; B.T.: M.Ed, Dongargaon, Dist. Durg, M.P.

Today man has a clear tendency
towards - self-ressurection. Man is
pouncing upon man with a beastly
and devouring ferocity and the
whole humanity is at stake. The
culture and civilization of this country
is inhaling the poisonous air of des-
truction. Foreign attacks do not
matter so much for us today. It is

- the deluge of the countrywide moral

downfall which has struck terror in
us. In view of this great impending
danger Vinoba Bhave has come to
the rescue with his great and unique
project of ‘Bhoodan' and through

this medium he is trying to attain the
deliverence of India from the grip of
moral degradation.

Acharya Vinobaji walked from
village to village and toured in every
nook and corner of the country to
see what miserable plight the soul of
motherland is engulfed in. Through-
out he came across the naked
masses dying miserable death of
starvation. He, as well, found that
due to bondage of long ages India
has sulfered from death of soul and
spirit, The capitalists in the seques-
tered parlours of their palaces are
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voraciously sucking blood of the
swarming ricketty starved and
naked children of motherland living
in miserable slums, Love and kind-
ness, forgiveness, sympathy and
compassion ; sacrifice and service
seem to have presently vanished. In
view of all this Vinoba Bhave cried
out with pain. He could not bear
the sight of such a wretched condi-
tion of the people of his own country.
So with a staff in hand, he set out for
‘Padyatra’ (journey on foot).

Vinobaji made the people realise
the importance and necessity of
‘Bhoodan' and declared, “'If we do
not soon bring about change in the
present state of society, we _are
surely doomed. Tocday India has
fallen into social degradation and
financial inequality. This Bhoodan
movement is the means to get out of
it safe’and sound." Through ‘Bhoo-
dan' Vinobaji not only secured land
to remove tinancial inequality, but
seems to have saved India from a
horrible bloody revolution, Thus
this movement has brought the
message of enlightenment and of
human qualities among people and
has opened a road to morality,

.Change of Heart :

-

The Bhoodan movement of Vino-
baji does not take recourse to com-
pulsion through law, rather it uses
love and politeness as its instruments
in touching the core of human heart
with the result that pedple voluntarily
come forward with generous dona-
tions of lands and other property.
In his tour on foot, when Vinobaii
reached the Deccan and saw the
people in pitiable condition, he
found them desperate for a chance
of violent revolution. Doubtlessly
they ‘were at the threshhold of com-
munism, He therefore collected the
people and enquired into their
immediate hardship. The village
folk asked him to give them work
and land or food by a miracle. "“How
much land do you require ?", asked
Vinobaji. One from the crowd
shouted that they needed 100 acres
of land and Vinobaji appealed to the
landlords for charity. To his great sur-
prise, a generous offer of 100 acres
came from a certain person. This
voluntary contribution of the man’
encouraged the spirit of Vinobaji and
it is from here that the sacred Bhoo-
dan movement of his took real shape.
Thus the Bhoodan movement
siresses change of heart through
the inspiration of love and kindness
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rather than compulsion through law.
Law, is only like taking a horseto
water but remaining ineffective in
making it drink. It is the change of
heart and sincere love that counts.
It is permanent and it is more impor-
tant so far as morality is concerned.
Thus the seed of morality is being
profitably sown among people
through this Bhoodan movement.

Inequality among people .

Another problem of our villages
is the inequality among people. The
prevalent caste system of immemorial
ages, in its acute form, and the
modern caste of money magnates and
the drudging labour class and many
- other similar distinctions between
. man and man are rampant through-
out. The big landowners or the
Patel or the rich man of the village
is supposed to be a superior being
and dominates over the poor working
class. The poor villagers badly suf-
fer from fear complex and they
silently tolerate all humiliation and
oppression. The result of this has
been that two distinct sections the
rich and the poor are gaining ground
in villages in the same way as the
two classes of the capitalists and the
labourers have done in ° cities.

Bhoodan movement is an effective
step towards filling in this qulf. It
asks for land from rich people and
after distributing it among
landless labourers an endeavour is
being made to teach dignity of
labour. In due course of time, in
this way, the difference between the
rich and the poor and the master.
and servant will sink down. In this
way the financial and social inequa-
lity will lesson and the spirit of co-
operation, love and sympathy will
gain ground. This movement in
fact is a movement of general moral
uplift.

Dignity of Labour :

The third great drawback in India
is that there is no sense of the dig-
nity of labour. Due to certain un-
healthy influences, physical labour
has lost the sacred aspect of it and
it is generally considered to be dis-
honourable. As such the younger
generation in search of service for
few chips of silver is badly suffering
Bhoodan roots out this inferiority
complex and establishes the sense
of dignity of labour. Land is given
only to those who are prepared to
break the glebe themselves to pro-
duce corn. Thus, respect for physi-
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cal labour will naturally improve the
people financially and raise their
moral standard.

Unity and Cooperation :

The fourth great undertaking of
Bhoodan is to bind people with ties
of brotherhood and love. This will
naturally give impetus to mutual co-
operation. The land collected thro-
ugh Bhoodan from any. particular
village is distributed only among the
needy landless persons of that
village. Such awards of lands to
individuals naturally develop the
need of love and cooperation among
themselves Feelings of sympathy
and compassion and mutual good-
will are extended to them. Rl these
qualities build their character and
improve their moral standard.

Today, due to the unequal distri-
bution of money and lack of employ-
ment, great dissatisfaction, restless-

ness and feelings of hatred have -

overtaken the people. This is lead-
ing towards chaos and anarchy.
Bhoodan provides solution to all this.
It asks, on one side, for the gift of land
from landowners and creates feeling
of kindness and generosity in them
and, on the other side, provides
means of living for the poor landless

(

persons. Thus the feelings of pre-
judice and conflict between the two
classes of ihe rich and the poor are
gradually diminishing and peace
and happiness is approaching soci-
ety. Thus Bhoodan provides a great
moral teaching of unity and co-opera-
tion to people.

Activity :

Besides all this we notice today
the lack of activity on the part of
people. They are day to day deve-
leping habits of idleness and inacti-
vity, with moral collapse as a conse-
guence. Against this Bhoodan stres-
ses the sanctity of activity on the part
of the people, for, the land gitt is
extended only to those who can work
overit. It impresses upon them the
benefits of self-activity. Similarly, it
is observed that .people in villages"
blindly follow tradition as regards
many extravagances (religious and
social practices.) Whenever it comes
to that, they thoughtlessly sell away
their lands and squander awéy
money over things which the chang-
ed times prevent them from indul-
ging in—the festivals, marriages and
so on. Bhoodan also provides a
check -over this tendency. As the
land obtained from Bhoodan cannot
be sold away, people will be safe
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from self-infliction of poverty and
hunger. They will always have work
and will try to maintain land nicely.
This will also help in removing a
number of drawbacks from villagers
and will bring about their moral
uplift. The cause of the moral down-
fall of the people of our country to a
great extent is due to their unemploy-
ment. ""Empty mind is the devil's
workshop”. Bhoodan, by providing
work and employment to the people,
makes them catch time by the
forelock. Moreover RAgriculture is
whole time business, and as such
they cannot afford to waste time use-
lessly. Here also, all the potentiali-
ties of the man find proper utilization,
Thus all the evil effects of unemploy-
ment are removed by Bhoodan.

A CORRECTION

People, instead of proving a burden
to society and nation, learn to be-
come self-supporting which is a boon
to the motherland. Thus Bhoodan
is a great instrument of moral
teaching.

Indian culture has its foundation
on religion and morality from times
immenorial and is an eternal mes-
sage to the whole world. With its
deep sense of sacrifice and bene-
volence, it has always served man-
kind, Today, to preserve this sternal
Indian culture of ours it is essential
that we should not allow our moral
standard to fall. Thus, it leads us to
believe that Bhoodan is a guide and
torch bearer on the highway of
progress.

We are glad to note that since writing our Editorial, wiser consels have
have prevailed and the Government have included the consideration of
;ntefmediate Education Amendment Bill of U, P. in the legislature though at
the tail end of the agenda. We hope that the legislators will find time to
reach thisitem and in course of their discussion note some of the points
referred to in our editorial of this issue.

Editors.
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SCIENCE AND ASTROLOGY

AVADHESH DAYAL

PART 1l (THEORY OF ASTROLOGY)

The layman's first impression or
idea that the stars being far off from
the earth cannot have much intluence
on it or on us will not hold the field
in science. Just as there is a close
inter-relation between organism and
enviroment on the Earth, the Earth is
also in close inter-relation with the
other heavenly bodies, stars, Sun and
the planets. There is a constant
exchange of heat and light. This
everyone knows. . If light and heat
from the sun are cut off, life may
soon come to an end on the earth.
The Moon is considered responsible
for ocean tides.

In their attempts to achieve accu-
racy in weather forecasts, scientists
are being led to study conditions in
outer space. Electric and magnetic
conditions above the atmosphere
seem to influence weather (winds,
ciouds, rains etc.) and these condi-
tions certainly change with changing
radiations of heat and light from
heavenly bodies. Symptoms of cer-
tain patients seem to vary with the

phases of the Moon. Changing con-
ditions of heat and light certainly
increase or decrease the trouble of
patients in so many ways. Thus con-
ditions in outer space produced by
astral and planetary influences have

their eftects on the earth and on

human life also. Some such effects
are clear and patent. More may be
traced and accounted for on research
being properly made on the subject.

Al this, however, does not prove
the case for HAstrology. We may
admit the above facts but still some-
thing is left unproved. That is influ-
ence on man's future varying from
person to person. If stars and planets
influence human life uniformly and
always, that can hardly help the
astrologer, to prove his case., The
astrologer proceeds on the basis that
the position of stars and planets at
the time of birth requlates the future
of the life of the individual con-
cerned. The subsequent positions
and their influences seem to be
ignored by the astrologer. The
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crucial question, therefore, is: Why
does the astrologer give supreme
importance to the positions of planets
in the various groups of stars at the
time of birth only ? (Why are subse-
quent positions not given weight ?
The astrologer takes the horoscope
i.e. a kind of a map of the sky show-
ing the position of planets at birth
and he proceeds fo foretell the future
of the person born on that basis.

" One relevant thing which we must
not lose sight of is the regular move-
ment of planets and stars. In thou-
sands of years the relative positions
of stars change. Photographs of the
'sky taken these days in the observa-
tories may not be identical with those
‘which may be taken after thousands
of years. But within short periods
of times this change is negligible
and stars are commonly called . fixed
- stars. The position of planets varies
from constellation (Rashi) to' constel-
lation. These movements are reqular
and astronomy is able to anticipate
these movements. Hence the
positions at subsequent times are
calculable and astrologers actually
calculate them. It is not the position
of the astrologer that subsequent
-positions have no influence but these

folldw from the initial positions and:

they are calculable. In the observa-
tory they are seen and in almanacs
they are indicated. Theoretically, there
must be no differences between the
records of an observatory and the
entires in a good almanac. Hny
differences are therefore, errors to
be regulated. Almanacs, we know
are indispensable {or the' astrologers.

Supposing that the Jupiter (Bri-
haspati) is in a particular constella-
tion at present, it is there for every-
body. Why should it therefore have
different influences on different
persons as the Astrologer seems to
suppose. Do planets treat every
individual differently ? Have they
special particular influences on per-
sons in addition to- any general in~
fluences they may be having? A
sound theory of Astrology should
tackle this question. It seems to be
the supposition of the astrologers
the planets shape the individual at
birth in some mysterious way and
also create susceptibilities in him to
receive planetary influences differ-
ently from others in later life. How

{ar can this be correct ?

First of all let us take up the time
of birth. Why should it be singled out
as important. To the ignorant birth-
time is the beginning of life, but
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most men are aware or will admit
ihat before birth there is life in the
womb. Birth is the appearance of
life outside the mother's body. The
proper beginning of life of an indi-
vidual is the time of fertilisation.
This time is, however, not record-
ed and there are -difficulties in
recording it. Birth time is usually
recorded or remembered with vary-
ing degree of accuracy. Itis quite
possible that the time of birth is con-
sidered important as the recorded
beginning of life in outer environ-
ment,

Generally, science appears to
attach no importance to the acciden-
tal time of birth, To science fertilisa-
tion is the more important thing
than birth. There also, time is not
considered important. The reason
why any point of time should be of
-importance is now under our consi-
deration. There.is a certain correla-
tion between the time of fertilisation
and the time of birth, Broadly speak-
_ing this is admitted by science. The
time taken in the womb is generally
ten lunar months, a little more than
nine solar months. Astrology believes
that there is perfect correlation be-

tween the two and if we know the
one the other time can be calculated.
An eminent astrologer of Lakhimpur
(Late Munshi Pratap Narain of village
Devapur) wrote a book on Ishta
Shodhan i.e. checking up and correc- -
ting of horoscopes. Among other

things his process requires calcula-

tion of time of conception from the

given time of birth and recalculation

of the time of birth, from the time of

conception. The book# deserves the

attention of critical scholars of astro-

logy. Here it is enough to note that

astrology has a theory based on per-

fect correlation between times of

fertilisation and of birth. Fertilisation

is important to science as it fixes
hereditary characters of the indivi- -
dual, 71t is at least possible that
astrology either solely or partly seeks
to read the heredity of a man through
his time of birth which corresponds
with time of fertilisation. But how
can time have any effect on fertiliga-
tion at all ?

We know that the same parents
produce children who are not identi-
cal in their traits. Traits which are
considered hereditary are not identi-
cal in the case of children of the

*Waiting to be republished by the. author’s
Lecturer in Physies, Mohila Collegs, Lucknow. Anofher unpu

of birth time during pregnancy.

daughters’ son Sri Bhoneshwari Dayal,

blished book relates te forecast
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same parents. Why should this be
so? To some extent Mendelism may
explain such differences, but we are
not sure that all the facts will be
completely explained on that basis.
Any way, the fact of differences is
there and it is accepted that the
explanation must lie in chromosome
combination. .

In fertilisation male sperm and
temale germ cells fuse into one. In
the words Sri Harinarayana (M. N.
Saha Popular Science Prize Article
for 1956—57). Each such cell con
tains a nucleus. A nucleus contains
what are called chromosomes, thread
shaped body numbers which are
responsible for perpetuating the
characteristics of the animal or plant.
Each such chromosome carries thou-
‘sands of smaller entities called
genes. The genes are strung on the
thread like bands, The number of
chromosomes in each nucleus is
characteristic of each species. Man
has 48 of them in each nucieus and
each such chromosome carries at
least 40000 genes possibly twice as
many, and these genes are respon-

sible for all that is inborn and inheri-

ted in us, whether we are tall or short

\

belong to blood group A or O,
whether we have dark eyes or blue

ones and so on and so forth.

““These cells are able to perpe-
tuate their characteristics because of
one property. When a cell multiplies
it does so by first forming two copies
of itself. Each of this duplicate cell
then divides giving rise to two cells
which are exactly! similar to the

' parent cells, and this process conti-

nues throughout life."

While heredity thus perpetuates
itself there is also a possibility of
change or mutation. “A gene may
undergo a change and the new gene
may not exactly be like the old one or
the order of the arrangement of genes
on the chromosomes may be slightly
altered, It is these changes in chro-
mosomes and genes that are called
mutattons. They may be brought
about by a rare error in the process
of duplicatlion or by external influen-
ces like radiations.

Radiation may bring about muta-
tion in two ways, by altering the
nature of the gene or by inducing
breaks in the chromosome threads.”#
A change thus made will perpetuate

* Science and Culture Vol 23 No. 11 P. 580, May 1958.
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itself. In the prize article mentioned
above SI‘l Harinarayana explains how
atomic radiation is full of risk to
heredity as it can bring about harm-
ful mutations.

Recent experimental explosions
of atomic bombs have brought to the
forefront the risk to the future of
humanity by increase of radio-activity
through these explosions.
that such radic-activity has influence
on chromosomes and genes. Here-
dity is not wholly insulated against
external influence. In particular
radio-activity in the atmosphere can
have an effect on it, apart from the
parents from whom it is derived.

In this context, let us think of the
view of the scientists that atomic
fission is always taking place in the
stars (which are Suns themselves)
and in the Sun, While the scenes
of explosions are millions or trillions
of miles away the activity is also
infinitely greater than in . our experi-
ments. Isit not possible that light
from the stars and the sun at the time
of fertilisation (or even at birth) has
some mysterious influence on our
heredity-carrying cells—a factor we
have yet to explore and render
precise ? lf they have some ‘such

It is clear -

influence then the time of birth and
the map of the sky at the time may
have some correlation with heredi-
tary traits of the person concerred
and therefore an index to the future
life may be obtained. It is, here
being put forward only as a tentative
hypothesis for the experts to examine.
The matter seems to deserve investi-
gation. There are, however, certain
doubts that suggest themselves when
this hypothesis is put forward for
acceptance.

{i) Heredity is not all that the
astrologers predict. They predict
events in personal and national life,
In the case of many of their predioc- -
tions there is no obvious connection
with or reference to any hereditary
trait.

- (i) The radio-activity caused by
the stars and the sun is not enough
explanation as astrologers give all
the emphasis to planets, not to stars,
The planets are not so hot as tc be a
constant source of atomic break up ‘
and radio-activity. Why explain
planets by processes occurring in
the stars ?

We propose to examine these
paints before closing the discussion
on this subject. -

(To be concluded)
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'BOOK REVIEWS.

Read and Learn By Messrs C., S.
Bhandari, J. W. Spencer and S. K.
Ram (Orient Longmans Litd. 17
Chittaranjan Avenue Calcutta).

The first book of the series has
reached us for review. Some time
back we reviwed the books
entitled Read and Tell Series. The
present series which will ultimately
have three books is intended to help
teachers to follow a structurally gra-
ded syllabus during the first three
years of their Enghsh study. As
each of these would contain some
400-450 words, it is hoped at the
end of a three year course, a learner
would have masterd the commonest
tools of expression. The present
book with its twenty lessons each
followed by exercises on learning,
on writing and on grammatical exer-
cises will help a learner to master the
tools within a minimum time. We
hope the other books of the series
will be as attractive as the pioneer.

Basic Activities for Non-Basic
Schools (Government of India Na-
tional Institute of Basic Education, 55
Friends Colony Delhi).

‘The small pamphlet of 22 pages
will be usetul in infusing some of the
basic activities on Hygiene, Craft,
Training in Citizenship, Sccial Ser-
vice and Cultural Activities in such
schools which have not yet been
able to convert themselves into the
Basic pattern. These usetul activi-
ties can be grafted into their existing
structures without affecting their
present objectives and will in course
of time so modify these schools that
a transition into the Basic pattern
becomes easy. As the pamphlet can
only give brief indications, we expect
a more elaborate treatise on this to

follow.
~==L. Mukherjee

Educational Essays t by Sri Sham-
shuddin, M.A., B.T.. M.Ed., with a
foreword by Rev. E. W. Menzel B.D.,
M.A. (Ed.) D. Litt,” published by
Kasimuddin & Sons, Publishers and
Booksellers, Gole Bazar, Raipur
(M. P.).2 . Price Rs. 4 Pages 272.

Sri Shamsuddin has emerged as
a writer of fresh eminence in our
educational journals. He.s a prolific
writer of articles. This book publishes
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in one votume 26 English articles,
half of which also appear in Hindi
as translations, thus making a total of
39 articles. The topics are of current
interest. Students of education will
find useful information compressed
into small articles, The author has
given special attention to examina-
tions and school Records, on which
several articles find place in the
volume. Itis an interesting experi-
ment in this period of transition to
present matter in both English and
Hindi to facilitate comprehension,
We should expect printing errors to
be removed in the next edition. It
is a well bound book, Type and get
up are also good.
—Avadhesh Dayal

TAWE F AN a@aa HE o AT

friwR &% AUAU OF (TR TERE)
shiftute AivvE Leys T8 go

TR & TR e W oAy G
st Fgfas f=e § S 93 9T aga-
T GFIT ST 8 | FeT Bt | g ar
RTA F1 939§ & et famaw fear 2
T fE & =t W 8, 99 @Ry 9%

G Y, TAOHT A F AU F
S § @ETIAT S0 ST 6 gRE w1 T 8 |
et & fer i mnam q wE #§

B 7 TR Rl 2 |

—g A

aa SREl § S AT & e fER
qEE A FWE (aen sFwRE B

BT FNROTE At QU I8 §S

it # S i % wE e 2 4G
fiteet & fad st & fae awa
fifim scr wfsa &, wnfat &1 s
af = 8w fage T @ g
fag St 8 | favg & sam Gt w9 ==H
gl gt aur et § R Gifas seRaE
S=AT A =TT A€ 8 | oW fwrE Gy faw
firet afifeafiat & oRmm ) = =@ A
frgra s J oz e 8 freefawa 1
TR %1 GHL ATTTA B THAT F A&
g W SERE S BW % B @ 3™
fart TUFaT %1 @NE B ga &9 fer AT

qTR AN B U gHEA @A S &

fet e w1 8 |

— ST gATd



‘Board of High School and Intermediate Education,
UTTAR PRADESH. .

NOTIFICATION No. B/554 dated Allahabad May 20, 1988.

It is hereby notified for general information that the following
books have been removed from the Prospectus of the Board's
Examinations of the years noted against each :—

From

Book of Physics ... By M. L. Gupto (Lakshmi Narain 1959

1. A Modern Text {
Agarwal, Bgra)

2. High School Ank

. Ganit .. By R. N, Bhargava, G. L, Nﬂgoskar From
and C. K. Gupta (Upper India 1960
Publishing House, Lucknow). .

(B. SWARUP)
Additional Secretary,
Board of High School and Intermediate
Education, Uttar Pradesh,
Qllahabad )

AN OPPORTUNITY

which are subscribing one copy of Education at full rates i.e. Rs. 10
p. a., are allowed henceforth to subscribe additional copiee of Edu- "-:-‘
cation for themselves at half rates i. e, Rs. 5 per annum,

% Teachers and U.P.S.T.A. units, of schools and colleges, 53

——Managing Editor.



WCOTP African Consultative Committee

By Courtsey Echo-Official Journal of Warld Confederation of Qrganszations
of the Teaching Profassion.

At its 1957 meeting in Frankfurt,
Germany, WCOTP set up a Consul-
tative Committee on Education in
Africa "WCER) consisting of thé
African national teachers organiza-
tions which are members of WCOTP,
WCOTP is also represented on
this Committee by an expert
consultant on education in
Africa. This Committee was
up to assist WCOTP's African mem-
bers in. their organizational and rela-
ted problems, The role of WCER is
to suggest how WCOTP can aid
African schools and teachers and
alsoto serve as the focal point of
WCOTP operations in Africa. As
new teachers associations from Rfrica
come int¢ the Confederation, provi-
gion has been wmade for their
representation on WCERQ,

The Committee held its first meet-
ing, March 26th and 27th, in the

Commonwealth Hall of the University-

of Ghana at Bccra. A second meet-

ing was held in Colombo during
WCOTP's Rtro-Asian Conference at

the end of Rpril. In the work of this

set .

Committee lies WCOTP's hope for

an expanded program of education

in Africa.

Delegates and observers attending the
meeting were :

Mr, F, L. Bartels, WCEA Secretary,
and Headmaster Mtantisipim
School, Ghana.

Mrs. Ora M. Horton, National Tea-
chers Association of Liberia.

Mr., Victor Fynn, Ghana Union of
Teachers, ,

Mr. E. E. Esua, Nigeria Union of
Teachers.

Canon S. I Kale,
College, Nigeria.

Mr. Albert Hammond, Ghana
Union of Teachers,

Mr., Clement O. C. Amate, Gradu-

- ate  Teachers  Association,
Ghana. '

Mrs. Sheila M. Haggis, Ghana
Association of Science Teachers

St. Andrews

Representative, Amalgamated
Teachers Organizations, Sierra
Leone.

P SHm

(
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Study of Rabindranath Tagore in the USSR

(Cohtributed on the occasion of poet’s death Anniversary, Aug. 6.)

The name of Rabindranath Tagore
is well-known in almost every Soviet
home, His work translated into
several languages of - the USSR have
been published in editions of
millions.

A, Gnatyuk-Danilchuk, cne of the
scholars engaged in the study of

Rabindranath Tacore's works said in.

an interview :

Tagore was first translaled in
 Russia in 1913, he said, almost at the
same time as in Britain. It was in
that year that the collections of his
poems, ‘Gintanjali' and ‘The Crescent
Moon', his philosophical work,
'‘Sadhana’, the story “Vicharak" and
some other works were translated.
The first collection of his short stories
in Russian was published in 1915,
the same year when publication was
taken in hand of his complete works
in ten volumes, only 8 of which were
actually printed.

It was chiefly Sanskrit among the
Indian languages that was studied in
Russia before the revolution and this
made the translation of Tagore's

works, written in Bengali, exception-
ally difficult. The study of the
modern Indian languages, including
Bengali, was begun only in Soviet
times, and, consaequently only-then, it
became possible to translate Tagore's
works directly from Bengali into
Russian, Long and painstaking work
yielded translations, which were
closer to the original.

A great contribution to the study
of Tagore's works in the USSR was
made by the Soviet scholar M. Tuby-
ansky, who not only translated his
novels, narratives and stories, inclu-
ding ‘'the Wrack,' ‘Reminiscences’
and others, but wrote introductions
to them which were works of great
research importance.

~ The Soviet people displayed an
exceptional interesi in Indian litera-
ture and the work of Rabindranath
Tagore, after India had gained her
independance, The books of Tagore
are now being published in editions
of 300,000 in the Soviet Union,

The State Publishing House
recently completed the publication

29 )



EDUCATION

of an eightvolume collection of
Rabindranath Tagore's works. A
fourteen-volume collection of his
works, moreover, is to be published
by\1961 to mark his birth centenary.

The works of Tagore are carefully
studied at the higher Soviet schools,
at the literary faculties of the univer-
sities and institutes. The research
conducted at the university of Lenin-
grad, particularly by V. Novikova,
the head of the Indian languages
faculty, and her group of young
translators, 1. Tovstykh, E. Smirnova,
T. S. Svetlovidova and others are of
no little importance for the study of
the works of Tagore in the USSR.

The work done in this field by
the Indian languages section of the
Institute of Oriental Studies of the
USSR Academy of Sciences cannot
be overlooked. The work of this
section is directed by the well-known
Soviet indologist E. Chelyshev. An
active part in the publication of the
collected works of Tagore was also
taken by the Moscow Bengali lan-
guage translators, E. Alexeyeva, B.
Karpushkin, A. Gorbovsky, S. Tsyrin
and particularly M. Kafitina who was
the first to translate "The Letters from

Russia" from Bengali, a work for which-

she also wrote the introduction.

Asked to say something about
his own researches on Tagore, Danil- -
chuk remarked :

I have been interested in the
books of Rabindranath Tagore since

- 1 was a school boy. As a student of

the Moscow Institute of Oriental
Studies, in 1947, I'began to translate
some of his works, which had not yet
been translated into English. My
first translation, a part of the collec-
tion, ‘‘Letters from Russia", was pub-
lished in the students' magazine
‘Bastern Almanac’ in 1948,

It was then, that I began a more
serious study of the works of Tagore,
though I did not engage in the re-
search of his writings until the bsgin-
ning of 1950, when [ began to teach ~
the Bengali language at the Moscow
Institute of Oriental Studies. The
collection of Tagore's stories, pub-
lished in 1955, carried an introduc-
tion, written by me. Most of the
stories included in that collection
were translated by me. [ also wrote
the introductory essay for the entire
edition .and the foreword of the
novel, "Gora", published in the
second volume. I was the chief
translator of the fourth and fifth
volumes of this edition. |
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Just now, I am finishing my work
on a book about the great Tagore.
This book, I might say, took many
years of hard work, and is intended
to present Rabindranath Tagore's
life and work in chronological order

to tell of his most important writings, .

his views and the University and
school he founded at Santiniketan.

My trip to India, last year, was
very useful for this work. [ have

pleasant recollections of the time I -

spent in India. The hearty hospita-
lity and attention, accorded to me by
the Indian people, shall remajn fresh
in my memory to the end of my days.
I am very much obliged to my Indian
friends, the staff of the Indian litera-

ture‘ exhibition in Delhi, organized
by the Sahitya Akademy of India,

and many others for the help, they

rendered me, in collecting material
on Rabindranath Tagore.

After finishing this book, I would
like to publish a collection of trans-
lations of about thirty modern Bengali
authors and write the introductory
essay for this collection.

It is the aim of my life to study
Bengali culture and literature and
acquaint the Soviet reader with them
as widely as [ can, concluded
Danilchuk.

(US 8R Information Dept.)

Plea to Inteoduce Basic Education in Ueban Areas

DR. K. L. SHRIMALI'S
ADDRESS TO THE ADVISORY-COMMITTEE-MEETING.

Addressing a meeting of the
Advisory Committee of the National
Institute of Basic Education (at New
Delhi on July 23, 1958). Dr. K. L.
Shrimali, Union Minister of Educa-
tion, said at the present stage of

development of Basic education ‘in
the country, more attention should
be paid to the constructive aspect
of the problem rather than to the
pusrely theoretical research work.
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' The research, he said, should
naturally follow after the system of
Basic education had developed to
some extent on a national scale. The
National Institute of Basic Education
should also try to devise ways and
means of promoting Basic education
in the country, It should direct its
researches to the solution of practical

ditficulties in. the way of spreading
Basic education.

In this connection, Dr. Shrimali
suggested that the Institute should
prepare a comprehensive scheme for
Delhi to improve Basic schools, both
in the rural and urban areas. The
experiment in Delhi, he expressed
the hope, could later, provide a
model for the rest of the country to
follow. In this task, he said, the
Institute was in a fortunate position
to secure co-operation of various
other agencies, viz.,, Directorate of
Education, Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion, NND.M.C. and the Ministry of
Education. These various agencies,
he added, should make a concerted

- effort and pool their resources for

the improvement of Basic education,
in the Union Territory of Delhi.

For this purpose, he also sudgges-
ted to select a compact. area around
Delhi, for experimental purposes.

He urged the Institute to intensify
its action programme for the improve-
ment of the Government Senior

‘Basic School at Ghittorni, situated in

a rural area, about 14 miles from
Delhi. The project, undertaken at
the school, he said, was expected
to serve, ultimately, as a laboratory
for the improvement of other schools,
in the rural areas of Delhi.

‘Dr, Shrimali also sugggsted that
the Institute should make a detailed
and systematic siudy whether there
was any wasteful expenditure in
Basic education, which could be
avoided, particularly at a time, when
the country had limited resources
for expansion of education. The
minister expressed satisfaction with
some of the programmes, carried out
by the Institute,
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